Announcement of Commissioner for Human Rights in Russia
19 May 2014
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights confirms the right of everyone to freely receive and distribute information regardless of frontiers. The European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms especially underlines that government authorities shall not limit the freedom of speech, especially in press and political broadcasting, and shall not consider national security to be a reasonable ground for limitation of such freedom.
In the light of these fundamental standards of securing human rights and freedoms, a growing concern has been trigged by the reports received from the territory of Ukraine about the facts of detention and other outrageous cases of obstructing professional journalist activity. In concerns, first of all, journalists of Russian nationality who carry out their professional duty in the complicated and dangerous circumstances of the armed confrontation.
A particular anxiety has been caused by the fact of detention of Oleg Sidyakin and Marat Saychenko, journalists of the Life News website, which occurred on 18 May in Kramatorsk. Their destiny has been the subject of high concern, since the Ukrainian special forces have been trying to indiscriminately accuse them of being participants in the so-called “terrorist activities”.
The Commissioner for Human Rights in Russia believes that the information obtained and communicated by the journalists, regardless of its nature, shall not be considered to be the grounds for limitation of their rights. The ombudsperson asks all participants in the armed confrontation to keep this in mind.
The Commissioner appeals to the current Ukrainian leaders temporarily acting as governing officials to order an immediate liberation of the Life News journalists and to apply measures to punish the responsible persons.
Ms Pamfilova also hopes that her colleague, the Ukrainian Parliament Commissioner for Human Rights, will likewise promptly consider the facts of the Russian journalists’ detention and will initiate a relevant investigation in the Verkhovnaya Rada.





